
OUTSIDE READING LIST  

ENGLISH 10 AND ENGLISH 10 HONORS 2019-2020 

 

 

Kingsolver, Barbara    The Poisonwood Bible                 (Congo)  

The story of a Baptist missionary, his wife and their four daughters, whose lives 

are transformed, sometimes tragically, by the natural, political and social 

struggles of the postcolonial Belgian Congo.  

 
Courtenay, Bryce                  The Power of One   (South Africa)  

The story of Peekay, a young white man who learns to box while in prison, and 

tries to follow his dream of becoming a boxing champion in order to escape the 

racism of Apartheid.  

 
Paton, Alan      Cry, the Beloved Country  (South Africa)  

The story of two men, a poor black minister and a rich landowner, who are 

thrown together by the loss of their sons, due to the racial hatred of 

Johannesburg.  

 
Nozipo, Mariare                                      Zenzele  (South Africa)  

                                                                 Written as a letter from a Zimbabwean mother to her daughter, a student at  

Harvard, J. Nozipo Maraire evokes the moving story of a mother reaching out  

to her daughter to share the lessons life has taught her. 

 
Beah, Ishmael   A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier (Sierra Leone) 

Beah recounts his experiences as a boy growing up in Sierra Leone in the 

1990s, during one of the most brutal and violent civil wars in recent history.  

The destruction of his home and recruitment into the national army lead him 

eventually to understand the world of violence around him. 

 

Mahfouz, Naguib                    The Thief and the Dog   (Egypt)  

After being released from an Egyptian prison, the protagonist is unable to 

overcome his failures and blames his ill fortune on an unjust society, eventually 

bringing destruction.  

 
Markandaya, Kamala    Nectar in a Sieve    (India)  

The story of Rukmani, the child-bride of a peasant farmer who works with her 

husband to raise a family and survive a struggle against famine and poverty, 

both in the country and in the unwelcoming city.  

 
Martel, Yann    Life of Pi  (India)  

16 year old Pi sets sail with his family and some of their zoo menagerie to start a 

new life in Canada. Halfway, the ship sinks into the Pacific, leaving Pi stranded 

on a life raft with a hyena, an orangutan, an injured zebra and a 450-pound 

Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. Pi must use all his knowledge, wits and faith 

to keep himself alive. 

 
McCormick, Patricia  Sold   (Nepal) *** Honors Choice only  

Lakshmi's life becomes a nightmare from which she cannot escape when she is 

sold into child prostitution as a modern day slave. Then the day comes when 

she must make a decision—will she risk everything for a chance to reclaim her 

life?  

 
 

Golden, Arthur                                        Memoirs of a Geisha                               (Japan)  

A novel following the fictional character of Sayuri, a Japanese geisha. While 

the story is invented, the historical facts of a geisha's day-to-day life in the 

1930's and 1940's are not. Part historical, part fairy tale.  

 
Mishima, Yukio                    The Sound of Waves   (Japan)  

In a small village, a fisherman and young pearl diver fall in love, but jealously 

causes them to be slandered by gossip.   



 
Ung, Loung   First They Killed My Father (Cambodia) 

Non-fiction bestseller: “ Loung Ung lived a privileged life in the Cambodian 

until the age of five… (when) Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge army stormed into the 

city, forcing Ung's family to flee and, eventually…Loung was trained as a child 

soldier in a work camp.”   Will she be reunited with family when the Khmer 

Rouge is destroyed?  

 
Ford, Jamie Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet  (Japan / China / US)  

Henry Lee is a Chinese boy who falls in love with Keiko Okabe, a Japanese girl 

before she is sent to a Japanese internment camp. He is befriended by a black 

jazz musician who helps him to secretly find Keiko...only to lose her again. 

  

Tan, Amy                                               The Bonesetter’s Daughter                       (U.S./China)  

This is a story of a mother and daughter and the relationship between them set 

in contemporary San Francisco and in the Chinese village where Peking Man 

is being unearthed, the daughter Ruth is trying to establish herself, while her 

mother, LuLing, tries not to forget her past. 

 
See, Lisa Snowflower and The Secret Fan (China) 

The bestselling “engrossing and fascinating story of women's friendships in 

nineteenth century rural China…”  arranged marriage, foot binding, love, 

deceit…not to miss. 

 

Spiegelman, Art   Maus I and II   (U.S./Poland) 

Volume I and II of the Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novel about the 

Holocaust. 

 

Lahiri, Jhumpa   Interpreter of Maladies  (U.S./India) 

    A Pulitzer Prize-winning  collection of short stories that focus on the   

    experiences of Indian immigrants to America and the children of those  

    immigrants.    

  

Kingsolver, Barbara    The Bean Trees    (U.S./ Latin America)  

Independent minded Taylor Greer flees a dead end life in rural Kentucky, only to 

discover her need for others as her escape route intercepts with an abandoned 

three-year old American Indian girl and Guatemalan refugees fleeing their own 

lives.  

 
Alvarez, Julia    How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents (US / Dominican Republic)  

The Garcías belong to the uppermost echelon of Spanish Caribbean society, 

descended from the conquistadores. So when Dr. García’s part in a coup 

attempt is discovered, the family must flee. They arrive in New York City to a 

life far removed from their existence in the Dominican Republic. 

 

Guterson, David                    Snow Falling on Cedars   (U.S./ Japan)  

When a Japanese-American fisherman is accused of murdering the man who took 

his land, the inhabitants of a small island near Seattle must examine their feelings 

about their Japanese neighbors. Set soon after WW II, this novel combines the 

elements of a murder mystery and courtroom drama to uncover the racial hatred 

remaining against Japanese-Americans.  

 
Allende, Isabel      Paula     (U.S./ Latin America)  

The author's memoir was written as a letter to her daughter, who was in a coma 

that eventually led to her death. Written largely at her daughter's bedside, Allende 

recounts her own life, the history of their family, and their entanglement and exile 

from the political turmoil of Chile.  

 
 

Marquez, Gabriel Garcia  News of a Kidnapping  (Colombia) 

    A novel that chronicles the 1990 kidnappings of ten Colombian men and  

women--all but one a journalist--by the Medellín drug boss Pablo Escobar. 

 

Coelho, Paulo                                         The Alchemist                                          (Brazil)  

An Andalusian shepherd boy travels from his homeland in Spain to the Egyptian 

desert searching for buried treasure in the Pyramids. Along the way he meets 

different people who point him in the direction of his quest. A fable about 

following your dream. 



 
Allende, Isabel      The House of the Spirits   (Chile)  

This novel weaves magic and realism, as well as romance and politics, together to 

tell the story of several generations of the Trueba family. Their passionate history 

is marked by violence, the ability to foretell their tragic futures, and a destructive 

entanglement with the political turmoil of Chile.  

 
Dumas, Alexandre                    The Count of Monte Cristo   (France)  

Set in 1815, an innocent man, Edmond Dantes, is sent to prison. He later escapes 

and plans his revenge  

 
Chekhov, Anton   The Cherry Orchard (Russia) 

An aristocratic family in decline must choose between keeping their cherry 

orchard (representative of the grandiose trappings of Russian aristocracy and 

giving in to modern commercialization in order to survive. 

 

Solzhenitsyn, Alexander                   One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich  (Russia)  

Explores the effects of Communism through one of its victim's experiences in a 

Russian prison.  

 
Dostoevsky, Fyodor    Crime and Punishment   (Russia)  

Explores the criminal mind of a young man who plans the murder of a woman, 

believing his actions will benefit society. Explores his descent into madness.  

 
Malamud, Bernard                    The Fixer     (Russia)  

        "Ritual murder" is the topic of this novel, set in Czarist Russia.  

 
Ibsen, Henrik                                          An Enemy of the People                          (Norway)  

In this play, Dr. Stockman realizes his town's get-rich scheme to open a health 

resort is jeopardized by a poisonous water supply. He must struggle with the 

results of speaking truth against the power of the majority.  

 
**Orwell, George   **1984   (England) 

    The classic futuristic novel with a society under the watchful  eye of “Big  

    Brother” 

 
Kafka, Franz   Metamorphosis   (Czech) 

This classic explores the trials and tribulations of a young man struggling under 

the expectations of those around him as Gregor Samsa transforms from man to 

giant insect. 

 

Weissman Klein, Gerda                         All But My Life                                        (Poland)  

A true story of Gerda Weissmann Klein's experience during the Nazi regime. The 

story follows Klein's three years as a slave laborer of the Nazi's through her 

miraculous liberation.                      

 
Sasson, Jean                                           The Princess: A True Life Behind The Veil in Saudia Arabia          (Saudi Arabia)  

Hiding her identity, a Saudi princess reveals the details of her royal childhood 

through adulthood. Gripping accounts of what life is like in this Middle Eastern 

territory.  

 
Kim, Richard   Lost Names:Scenes from a Korean Boyhood     (East Asian) 

In this classic tale, Richard Kim pints seven vivid scenes from a boyhood and 

early adolescence in Korea at the height of the Japanese occupation, 1932 to 

1945. 

 

 

Anderson, M.T.   Feed  (US Dystopia)  

Set in a future world where television and computers are connected directly 

into people's brains when they are babies. The result is a chillingly 

recognizable consumer society where people are driven by fashion and 

shopping and the pursuit of entertainment--even on trips to Mars and the moon. 

 

It is standard practice that if parents/guardians have a question or concern about a book, they are encouraged to talk 

with the teacher. The parent and teacher should try to find mutually agreeable solutions if concerns still exist. If the 

classroom teacher is unknown, parents are welcome to contact Mrs. Angela Edmonds 



(edmondsa@wyomingcityschools.org), Department Chair, with any questions. Books are available through bookstores 

such as: Joseph-Beth, Borders, Barnes and Nobles; online sources such as: Amazon.com: http://www.amazon.com, 

Powell’s Books: http://www.powell.com,Joseph-Beth: http://www.josephbeth.com; or through the Cincinnati Public 

Library and Branch libraries.  The public library restricts access to some books for readers under the age of 18.  

Parents can check out these books on their adult card or they can fill out a Parental Authorization Card that permits 

their under-18-year-old children to check out books on their own cards.  
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